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The JAN CALÁBEK monograph accompanying the exhibition, by Pavlína Vogelová, Jiří Hřib and Alice Růžičková, is published by the Moravian Gallery in Brno and Nakladatelství Akademie múzických umění. 
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This exhibition pays homage to a Brno professor of botany, Jan Calábek, a pioneer in scientific cinematography of world renown who embraced time-lapse film as a scientific method of research into plant physiology from the perspective of the experimental dimension of the recorded images. The essence of his minimalist approach to film is based on the elementary values of life: i.e. light, water, motion and force, with a primary focus on the plant kingdom. 
FILM, PHOTOGRAPHY x BOTANY
Jan Calábek’s films bear witness of Calábek the scientist’s relationship with the techniques of photography, film recording and experimenting with images. They also echo Calábek’s main interests as a botanist. These included, for example, the swelling of agar-agar, performance analysis of growing tissues, aspects of seedling root growth, the phenomenon of the autonomous movements of plants, and research into the influence of gibberellin on the autonomous and rotational movements of plants. Jan Calábek’s filmography spanning the years 1928–1988 comprises scientific, popular-scientific, school, educational and television films. The most important ones are The Old Spruce Tells its Tale (1948), Surface Tension (1950), The Movements of Plants (1955), Autonomous Movements (1960), The Influence of Gibberellin on the Growth and Movement of Plants (1961), How Plants Grow (1963) and Plants and the Earth’s Gravity (1972). 
JAN CALÁBEK’S THREE CREATIVE PERIODS
Calábek’s work falls into three key phases. The first is defined by the collaboration with his predecessor Vladimír Úlehla in 1922-1947, the years of experimenting and the shaping of (not only) Czech scientific cinematography focused on botany. The next period, 1948-1972, maps the independent creative field of Jan Calábek’s scientific research, his educational approaches to teaching using film, and the expansion of Czech scientific cinematography abroad. The third period covers Calábek’s final creative years until his death in 1992, when his activities centred mainly on the application of scientific film to educational and popularizing programmes for Czechoslovak Television. The originality and high scientific but also artistic value of Jan Calábek’s time-lapse films is underpinned by scientific accuracy and didactic accessibility, as well as by the appealing and communicative nature of his work. 

JAN CALÁBEK IN THE MORAVIAN GALLERY 
The exhibition, the first to present Jan Calábek’s filmography in this country, is a mosaic comprising the botanist’s approaches to time-lapse cinematography and the film image, introducing 10 films made in 1947–1972. One of them, The Influence of Gibberellin on the Growth and Movement of Plants (1961), will be shown on a 16mm projector, while footage from the remaining nine time-lapse films will be projected from digital versions of the original 35mm films. The Old Spruce Tells its Tale (1948), Calábek’s first preserved time-lapse film, is particularly worthy of note. The film observes the growth of a spruce from a seedling to a mature tree, and was shot both in the wild (Wallachian woods) and in the studio. Its visual aspect is dominated by detailed time-lapse sequences involving the little dramas in the life of plants, as well as the most elementary natural phenomena such as water, air, movement and light, all in a balanced polarity of scientific accuracy, didactic accessibility and visual appeal. 
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